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Introduction 
 

In the last 12 years, Europe experienced destructive earthquakes such as 1999 Izmit (Turkey), 1999 

Athens (Greece) and 2009 L’Aquila (Italy). More destructive earthquakes happened earlier: Istanbul 

in 1509 and 1766, Izmir in 1688, Eastern Sicily in 1693 and Lisbon in 1755. 

Such catastrophic event is now expected in the Marmara region, with a probability in excess of 65% 

in 30 years, due to the existing seismic gap and the post-1999 earthquake stress transfer at the 

western portion of the 1000km-long North Anatolian Fault Zone (NAFZ), passing through the 

Marmara Sea about 15 km from Istanbul. 

MARsite (New Directions in Seismic Hazard Assessment through Focused Earth Observation in the 

Marmara Supersite) proposes to identify the Marmara region as a ‘Supersite’ in order to compile on-

shore, off-shore and space-based observations, comprehensive geophysical monitoring, improved 

hazard and risk assessments encompassed in an integrated set of activities. The project aims to 

coordinate research groups with different scientific skills (from seismology to engineering to gas 

geochemistry) in a comprehensive monitoring activity developed both in the Marmara Sea and in the 

surrounding areas. 

This report aims at giving a non exhaustive overview of the accomplishments in terms of data 

dissemination. In order to do so, we will first analyse the communication tools at disposal. Secondly, 

we will anlyse the data communicated through their different types. And thirdly we will give an 

overview of the possible contacts on the project.  

This report will help completing the WP11 missions: 

• Elaborate a dissemination plan: identify the target audiences, the messages to deliver to 

each of them, the methods to distribute those messages; 

•  Keep the partners, but also the larger science community informed of the progress of the 

project; 

•  Produce outreach documents that will be used for events (meetings, workshops, 

conferences); 

•  Work in close collaboration with WP1 (Coordination and Project Management) in order to 

coordinate all internal and external communication flows. 
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Communication channels  

The targets  

Internal targets  

MARsite partners 

•  Updates on the project progress, new functionalities, new developments made within each 

work package 

•  Communication about project planning (key dates, events, requirements – in partnership 

with WP1) 

•  Reminders about the importance of sharing relevant documents and information within the 

consortium (in partnership with WP1) 

•  News, developments and updates from the wider Scientific Community that could be 

relevant for MARsite 

Our main partners are different needs and horizons. We introduce therefore them to give the reader 

a quick overview of each of them. Each introduction is following here the data available on Marsite 

website. 

 

INGV: 

The Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e Vulcanologia was born in September 1999 through a merger of 

former Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica, Osservatorio Vesuviano and three other institutions: Istituto 

Internazionale di Vulcanologia, Istituto di Geochimica dei Fluidi and Istituto di Ricerca sul Rischio 

Sismico. 

 

INGV was meant to gather all scientific and technical institutions operating in Geophysics and 

Volcanology and to create a permanent scientific forum in the Earth Sciences. INGV cooperates with 

universities and other national public and private institutions, as well as with many research agencies 

worldwide. The new institution, currently the largest European body dealing with research in 

Geophysics and Volcanology, has its headquarters in Rome. 

 

The main mission of INGV is the monitoring of geophysical phenomena in both the solid and fluid 

components of the Earth.  INGV is devoted to 24-hour countrywide seismic surveillance, real-time 

volcanic monitoring, early warning and forecast activities.  

 

KOERI: 

KOERI is the Bogazici Universitesi – Kandilli Observatory and Earthquake Research Institute (KOERI). 
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KOERI, established in 1868 as the Imperial Observatory, has a long tradition of earth observation and 
science. KOER’s National Earthquake Monitoring Center (NEMC) is a 24/7 operational center. About 
200 digital strong motion accelerographs are operated by KOERI as dense urban network in and 
around Istanbul (Rapid Response and Early Warning System). KOERI also operates 5 sea-floor multi-
instrument observation systems in the Sea of Marmara and hosting the National Tsunami Warning 
Centre for Turkey.  

 

IU : 

IU is Istanbul University.  

Being established in 1453 and thus being among the oldest 10 universities in Europe, Istanbul 
University has more than 5000 academic stuff. Its educational activities range from bachelor degree 
to doctoral degree in 20 faculties and 16 institutes. Research activities have been carrying out 
through research institutes encompassing Arts and Humanities, Social Sciences, Business and 
Management, Information Technology, Science, Medical Studies and Engineering. The Geophysical 
Department is under Engineering Faculty of IU and consisted of three divisions; Seismology Division, 
who will be taking part in this project, Applied Geophysics Division and Physics of the Earth Division. 
The emphasis of academic activities of Seismology Division is placed on: Seismic zonation and 
compilation of earthquake catalogues; Characteristics of strong earthquake ground motion; 
Simulation of strong ground motion, Site and soil response analysis; Earthquake hazard and risk 
analysis; Earthquake source mechanisms; Crustal Structure; Earthquake early warning systems and 
algorithms. 

 

INERIS: 

The National Institute of Industrial Environment and Risks (INERIS) is a public research institute 
whose mission is to provide expertise, scientific and technical assistance to the French Ministry for 
the Environment, with a staff of 600 persons.  

Through its Ground and Underground Risk Division, INERIS has facilities and multidisciplinary 
competences in geotechnical engineering, geology, rock and soil mechanics, geophysics. INERIS 
covers expertise, research and services related to geohazards and risk assessment studies related to 
mines, quarries, rock slopes, landslides, cliffs, tunnels, underground storage facilities, reservoirs, 
dams and engineered geostructures.  

Furthermore INERIS runs the 24h/7d e.cenaris observational and monitoring center operating 
numerous local and sub-regional multi-parametric monitoring systems applied to ground failure 
geohazards and engineered structures rated at risks.  

 

IFREMER: 

Ifremer (the French Research Institute for Marine Studies) is a public body of industrial and 
commercial nature, the only French organisation with an entirely maritime purpose.  
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It runs 72 laboratories or research departments, located in 24 stations or centres along the mainland 
coast and in the French Overseas Territories, operates 7 research vessels, 2 manned submersibles 
(Cyana and Nautile), one 6000-metre ROV (Remotely Operated Vehicle), as well as testing facilities.  

Being involved in all the marine science and technology fields, Ifremer has the capability of solving 
different problems with an integrated approach, in four main areas: i) understanding, assessing, 
developing and managing the ocean resources, including exploration of the deep sea; understanding 
ocean circulation (in relation with the global change) ; sustainable management of fishery resources 
and development of aquacultural production; ii) improving knowledge, protection and restoration 
methods for marine environment, including: modelling of coastal zones and ecosystems, behaviour 
of pollutants, observation and monitoring of the sea; iii) production and management of equipment 
of national interest, and most particularly heavy equipment for oceanography (oceanographic 
vessels, underwater vehicles and equipment, etc); iv) helping the socio-economic development of 
maritime world. Ifremer has a long record in the development of underwater technology and sea-
bottom observatories. 

BRGM: 

BRGM is a French public institution providing R&D and expertise for public policies, decision making 
and citizen information in different fields of the Earth Sciences.  

Activities at BRGM cover areas such as observation, mapping and databases, development and 
modelling for surface and subsurface processes, natural risks evaluation, management and mitigation 
and the protection of the environment. BRGM also provides support for EU policies in partnership 
with other geological surveys (EuroGeoSurveys). The Risks (RIS) division, which will be involved in the 
MARsite project, features teams of renowned international experience in the fields of geotechnical, 
earthquake, landslide, coastal and structural engineering, emergency management with activities 
related to numerical modelling, natural hazards evaluation, vulnerability assessment and risk 
mitigation. In addition, BRGM’s Information Systems and Technologies (STI) Division is greatly 
experienced in the gathering, storage, structuring and dissemination of environmental Information. 

 

Other partners: 

MARsite includes also other partners such as GFZ, Tubitak, Kocaeli University, Istanbul Technical 
University, IREA, ISMAR, CNR, EUCENTRE, AMRA, University of Pavia, IFSTTAR, GURALP, and DAIMAR. 

All these partners needed wide extent communication tools, aiming at both internal communication, 
cross partners communication and public communication. Therefore the targets were parallel with 
global and local communication needs. 
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Externals targets 

The scientific community including other EU project partners 

  Updates on the project progress and activities 

  Next events that could interest the target: training sessions for example, or MARsite project 

presented/promoted to an international conference 

Policy-makers and industry actors in the Marmara region 

  Updates on the project progress and activities 

  Main results that could have an influence on their decision process 

Non-specialist public: large public but also policy-makers, governments and national public services 

  Presentation/promotion of MARsite objectives, facilities 

  Explanation of long-term societal and economic impact and advantages 

Communication was intended then for different profiles types such as technical experts, policy 

makers and non specialists. External communication was the main objective here. 

The website  
 
MARsite website has been set up by WP1 and can be found online under the domain 
http://marsite.eu since February 2013. The website is fully optimized for search engines (Google, 
Bing…). It is updated as often as necessary with news, events and publications by WP11. 
 
 

 
The public section of the website The members’ section of the website 
 

http://marsite.eu/
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The website has been kept simple, yet precise. It is a central platform disseminating key 
communication messages and has been therefore kept up to date. It includes 8 subsections offering 
thereby essential info such as the Project, the Partners, News, Publications, Events, Contact and 
Imprint, plus a private member section.  
 

Partners’ website  
 

In addition to the Marsite’s website, some partners display informations about the project or link 
their own website to its website in order to send trafic to it and increase its pagerank in search 
engines (Google, Bing, etc.). 
 
- EMSC  
 
http://www.emsc-csem.org/Project/#marsite 
http://www.emsc-csem.org/News/ 
 
- INGV 
  
http://moist.rm.ingv.it/projects/marsite/8 
http://www.emso-
eu.org/management/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=12&Itemid=137 
 
- CNR 
 
http://www.irea.cnr.it/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=443:marsite&Itemid=167 
 
- GFZ 
 
http://www.gfz-potsdam.de/en/research/organizational-units/departments-of-the-gfz/department-
2/physics-of-earthquakes-and-volcanoes/projects/marsite/ 
 
 
A survey has been run to gather all existing channels that partners have, such as Facebook Pages, 
Twitter feeds and News sections on their own websites. 
 
On the websites, several types of data have been disseminated in order to fullfil the different needs 
in communication. The readers can find at their disposal articles, links, video, brochures, leaflets, 
posters, links to Social Networks and contacts. 

Social Media 
 
As explained previously, Marsite uses the social media accounts of the partners to disseminate key 
messages. The Marsite Website is the repository to which users are drained in order to raise the 
trafic on the website and give the opportunity to the users to discover every aspects of the Marsite 
Project. 
 
Marsite materials were spread within: 

- Facebook (12 438 fans) 
- Twitter (4 381 followers)  

http://www.emsc-csem.org/Project/#marsite
http://www.emsc-csem.org/Project/#marsite
http://www.emsc-csem.org/News/
http://moist.rm.ingv.it/projects/marsite/8
http://www.emso-eu.org/management/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=12&Itemid=137
http://www.emso-eu.org/management/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&layout=item&id=12&Itemid=137
http://www.irea.cnr.it/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=443:marsite&Itemid=167
http://www.gfz-potsdam.de/en/research/organizational-units/departments-of-the-gfz/department-2/physics-of-earthquakes-and-volcanoes/projects/marsite/
http://www.gfz-potsdam.de/en/research/organizational-units/departments-of-the-gfz/department-2/physics-of-earthquakes-and-volcanoes/projects/marsite/
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- Google+ (500 contacts) 
- Linkedin (Company page) 
- Pinterest (within « EU projects » board) 

 

Twitter 

 

Several tweets were sent and helped out data dissemination through a very interesting channel. You 

may find below exemples of tweets that have been posted for the Marsite project. 

 

 

 

Facebook 

 

Several statuses were posted on Facebook. This different communication channel helped out 

reaching different and complementary targets. You may find below exemples of statuses that have 

been posted for the Marsite project. 
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Google + 

 

News has been share on Google + to help reach all social media categories. You may find an exemple 

below. 

 

 

Pinterest 

 

A board has been created on Pinterest, under the name of EU Projects. This board has two main 

interests; it allowed to share MARsite data and increased the links to MARsite website. You can find 

below an overview of this board and the detailed Pins.  
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Newsletters 
 
The newsletter aims at spreading MARsite latest news. It is issued every 3 months and distributed 
through various channels (e.g. mailing lists, partners’ social networks, and websites). The new 
newsletter formula is now thematic in order to facilitate the dissemination of the MARsite project 
through key messages (especially on social media). All newsletters are available on the website. 
 
Marsite has published 3 issues and is currently working on the fourth issue. 
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Newsletter - Issue 1, 2 & 3 
 

Paper materials 
 
The ID Card and the ID Poster are displayed or distributed during conferences and workshop. 
 

 
The leaflet 

 
 The poster 
 

• ID CARD 
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 Available for download on MARsite website 

  Printable to bring to conferences or workshops 

  Project factsheet for the European Union 

• POSTER IN A0 

=> 1 example delivered to each partner 

Conferences and workshops 
 

Events allow our partners to share info, take important decisions and are hereby important in 

communication. Different events were hold under the flag of the MARsite projects. Other events 

have been held in the past and were adding interesting shares to the MARsite project. You may find 

below a non-ehaustive list of the past events.  

 

 

Date Full Name of Conference Location Participant 

Decembre 19-20 

2012 

 

MARsite Kick-off Meeting  Instanbul Project 

partners 

April 7-12, 2013 EGU – General Assembly Vienna Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel  

Ocal Necmioglu 

April 17-19, 

2013   

GEO European Projects' Workshop (GEPW-7 )       CREAF, 

Barcelona 

Spain 

Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel  

May 2-3, 2013 SATREPS Earthquake and Tsumani Disaster 

Mitigation in the Marmara Region and Disaster 

Education in Turkey 

 Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel 

May 14, 2013 EPOS From Understanding Earthquake Physical 

Process To Innovation For Society  

KOERI, 

Istanbul, 

Turkey 

Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel 

June 10-11, 2013 Supersites Coordination Workshop Brussels, 

Belgium  

Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel  

John Douglas 

Pascal Bigarre 

Cansun Guralp 

Ali Pınar 

Paolo Favali 
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August 26  - 

September 4, 

2013 

41st Workshop of the International School of 

Geophysics 

A Roadmap for Earth Science in Europe: The 

next generation of Geophysical Research 

Infrastructures 

Erice, Sicily Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel 

Prof. Semih 

Ergintav 

 

December 9-13, 

2013 

AGU Fall Meeting San Francisco Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel 

January 14-17, 

2014 

GEO-X Exhibition Geneva Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel 

April 27 – May 2, 

2014 

EGU – General Assembly 2014 Vienna Prof. Nurcan 

Meral Ozel  

 

 

Communicated data 

Texts 
 

The data were communicated first of all as texts. This simple yet effective type of communication is 

essential to disseminate info and key messages. It allowed the communication to be read by the 

different targets and helped meet metadata needs and serach engine optimization. It allows thereby 

anyone, disregarding their connexion and use of media, to have access to MARsite data.  

Videos 
 
Five short videos describing the project are available in the MARsite project website. They are based 
from interviews of the project coordinator (Prof. Nurcan Meral Özel, KOERI) and 3 WP Leaders (John 
Douglas, BRGM; Louis Geli, IFREMER; Paolo Favali, INGV). 
 
A short video regarding the earthquake’s modelisation is currently in production. 
 
 

  
Nurcan Meral Özel (2 videos, WP1) Paolo Favali (WP2) 
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Louis Geli (WP 8) John Douglas (WP10)  

 

Visual communication 
 

Part of the communication has been relying on visual communication. A special attention has been 

raised on offering visual efficient communication with creations such as the leaflets, the newsletter 

or the poster. On each communication tool a visual code has been respected, following the colour 

chart and including the logos and the project logo.  

 

 

Sources of data  

Coordinator 
 

The data has been first of all disseminated by the coordinator who was essential to the 

developments of the MARsite project.  

Partners 
The partners have helped to disseminate the data too and were the second, yet with the same 

importance, sources of information.  

 

Conclusion 
 

The data dissemination has been assured and carried out in the MARsite project though different 

types, channels, and shapes of communication.  

 

The data dissemination covers the different targets of the project and will be continued until the 

term of the MARsite project.  


